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Commanding general puts priority on keeping Redstone secure 
Work force gets praised 
for hard work, patience 

By SKIP VAUGHN 
Rocket editor 

Maj. Gen. Larry Dodgen wanted to take some time 
to learn more about AMCOM after assuming com
mand Sept. 10. 

But then the unthinkable happened when the worst 
terrorist attack in U.S. history occurred the very next 
morning in New York and Washington, D.C. 

Dodgen had to make important decisions regarding 
the security of the Aviation and Missile Command and 
Redstone Arsenal. Security increased at the gates; and 
workers had to adjust their reporting times. 

On Thursday afternoon the new commanding gen
eral held a special town hall meeting to introduce him
self to the work force, provide information about cur
rent efforts and answer questions. 

"I thought it was important for us to clear the air 
and to share information about what has happened," 
Dodgen said in the filled Bob Jones Auditorium. 

Security remained heightened but delays at the 
gates had decreased by that time. Workers were 
expected to resume their normal schedule this week. 

"My first priority - and it will remain by first pri-

ority - is the security of everybody we have here on 
Redstone Arsenal," Dodgen said. 

He cautioned that security will remain heightened 
because of the continuing natjonal crisis. 

"This is not over, this is going to be this way for a 
while," Dodgen said. "There's a lot going on, and 
there's a great reason for vigilance right now. And I 
don't think we're going to be standing down anytime 
soon." 

Dodgen praised the work force for its talent, pro
fessionalism and hard work. 

"The talent of this organization just shines through 
with me all the way," he said., 

He assured the workers that there is a reason for any 
decision he makes and that he will not be arbitrary. 

"We are secure, we're going to stay secure and 
we're going to get better," Dodgen said. "My concern 
is that we maintain that level of security and that we 
enhance it over the next few weeks." 

Questions from workers during the 90-minute 
meeting included security measures, work hours and a 
few other issues. 

"I want to thank you for all the hard work that's 
happened and your consideration and patience," Dod
gen said. "It's not over yet. We're going to stay 
secure." 

See Priority on page 8 
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MAKING A POINT-Maj. Gen. Larry Dodgen addresses the 
AMCOM work force during his first town hall meeting as the 
commanding general. 

Missile school soldiers helping with increased gate security 

Photo by Sg!. Sharon McBride 

CHECKING THINGS OUT-Pvt. Hasahn Wright, assigned to C Company, 832nd Ord
nance Battalion, checks under a vehicle hood during an inspection at one of the 
Arsenal gates. Soldiers like Wright are helping Department of Defense guards main
tain security. 

Students augment guards 
by inspecting vehicles 
By Sgt. SHARON McBRIDE , 
Staff writer 

Throughout the Army, servicemembers 
and civilians are seeing long lines at instal
lation entrance gates' because of tighter 
security measures after the terrorist attack 
Sept. 11. 

To make the process go smoother here, 
soldiers assigned to the Ordnance Missile 
and Munitions Center and School, 832nd 
Ordnance Battalion have been tasked on a 
daily basis to augment the Department of 
Defense guards already on duty. 

The soldiers are students who have 
recently graduated from basic training and 
are waiting to start class at OMMCS. Tra
ditionally soldiers awaiting their classes 
are tasked throughout the Arsenal to per
form a variety of details, including serving 

on the post funeral team and performing 
ground maintenance in the student areas. 

"Our soldiers are very excited about 
gate duty," Lt. Col. Craig Cotter, 832nd 
commander, said. "It's a proactive way to 
go above and beyond their normal training. 

"As we go through this period of height
ened security, it's a great training event for 
our soldiers. We are complementing and 
enhancing the robust security that was 
already in place." 

"The soldiers are in place to primarily 
inspect vehicles," Maj. Brian Dye, 59th 
Ordnance Brigade operations officer, said. 
Dye has been in charge of coordinating the 
soldiers with the Arsenal security. "They 
are not trained or authorized to perform 
law enforcement activities." 

And although most of the soldiers are 
new to the Army, they have proved to be 
professional and courteous while perform
ing this duty. 

See Inspection on page 8 
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Certificate Programs/Series 

Linux· BEGINS OCT 1 
Java Certification Exam Review • BEGINS OCT 9 
Java Developer • BEGINS OCT 15 
Oracle Database Administration • BEGINS OCT 15 
Aerospace Propulsion • BEGINS OCT 22 
Basics of Contract Management • BEGINS OCT 29 

Computer Training 

Adobe Photoshop: Fundamentals and Beyond .... 
C#. An Introduction to .NET Pro!~rammjng for the Web .' . 
Introduction to Unux . 
Advanced Java Programming . 

· .. Oct 1-5 • M-F· 8am-Noon' 21020064N 
· .Oct 1·11 • M·Th· 4:30-9:3Opm' 21020176N 
· .Oct 1-12· M-F· Sam-Noon' 21020076N 

· .. Oct 8-24· M&W' 530-8:5Opm' 21020084N 
OR . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Nov 5-9 • M-F • Sam-Noon • 21020088N 

Web Graphics . .Oct 9·11 • T·Th· 8am·Noon • 21020066N 
Java 2 Programmer Certification Exam Review ... Oct 9-26· T&Th· 530-8:30pm' 21020085N 
Dreamweaver Fundamentals .... . .. Oct 15·19' M-F ·1·5pm· 21020069N 
Introduction to Java Programming . . .. Oct 15·19' M-F • 8am-Noon '21020086N 
Fundamentals of C++ .......................................... Oct 15-26'M-!' ·1-5pm· 21020058N 
Visual Basic Programming for the' Oracle Database ..... , ..... , ..... , .Oct 15-26 • M-!' • 8am-Noon • 21020077N 
Basic Oracle Database Administtation ..... ...... . ... Oct 15·Nov 14· M&W· 5-9pm· 21020078N 
PUSQL Programming Concepts and Techniques ..................... Oct 16-30' T&Th' 530-9:30pm' 21020079N 
InstaHing, Configuring, and Administering Miicrosoft Windows 2000 Salver ... Oct 22-Nov t • M-Th· 5·9:20pm· 21020068N 
Fundamentals of Drawing and Part Design Using Pro/ENGINEER ... Oct 22-26' M-F· Bam·5pm· 21020179N 
Introduction to XML . . .Oct 22·25' M·Th· 5:30-8:3Opm. 21020087N 
Adobe Photoshop: Advanced Topics ..... . ....... Oct 29-Nov 1 • M-Th' 8am-Noon· 210201J67N 
JavaScript and Dynamic HTML ... . .Oct 29-Nov 2· M-F· 8am-Noon· 21020201N 
Managing a Unux Server. . .. Oct 29- Nov 9 • M·F ·8-11.30am· 21020080N 
Oracle Forms 6.0 .. . . Nov Wee 11 • T&Th' 5.30-9:3Opm • 21020081N 
MySQL: An Introduction .. Nov 5-9· M·F '1-6pm' 21020182N 
Building Data-Oriented Applications Using Visual Basic. . . ... Nov 5-15' M-Th· 430-9:30pm' 21020059N 
XML and Java . .. Nov 12·15' M-Th' 530-8:30pm' 21020151N 
Advanced HTML , .... . .Nov 12·16' M-F ·8am-Noon· 21020070N 
Advanced Assembly Design Usini~ Pro/ENGINEER . . ...... Nov 26-30' M·F· Sam-Spm· 21020057N 
Oracle Database Tuning and Mannoring . . .. Nov 26·Dec 10· M&W' 5·9pm· 21020082N 
Enterprise Java. . ... Nov 26-Dec 12· M&W· 5:30-8.5Opm· 21020089N 

OR Dec 3·7' M-F· Sam-Noon' 21020092N 
Implementing and Administering a Microsoft Windows 2000 

Network Infrastructure . 
Java 2 Developer Certification Exam Review 

Management Training 

3D Home Design ... 
Principles of Subcontract Management . 
Principles of Procurement/Purchasing Management 
Project Scope Management. 
Government Contract Law 
Time and Cost Management 

I Engineering Technologies 

Tactical Missile Fundamentals 
Six Degrees of Freedom (OOF) 

Simulation and Missile GuidanGe Control 
Introduction to Propulsion 
Helicopter Operations Overview . , ..... . 
Modeling and Simulation of Radar Systems 
Liquid'Propulsion Technology ..... 

· ... Nov 26·Dec 6 • M-Th • 5·9:2Ojlm • 21020072N 
· Nov 27·Dec 13· T&Th • S.30-830pm· 21020090N 

· .Oct 6-27' Sat· 8:30-Noon' 23020181N 
· ... Oct 15-Nov s· M· 6-9pm· 23020003N 
· .. Oct 15-Nov 5 • M· 6·9pm • 23020038N 

· .. Oct l6-Nov 6· T' 6·9pm • 23020205N 
· ... Nov 13-15' T·Th· 8:30am-4:30pm' 23020lfJ4N 

.Nov 13-Dec 11 • T· 6-9pm· 23020206N 

.Oct 1-5' M-F· 8:30am4:3Opm ~ 23020178N 

· .Oct 9-Dec 6· T&Th· 6-Bpm' 23020156N 
· ... Oct 22·24' M-W' 8am-Noon • 23020165N 

· . .oc122-26 • M-F • Sam·5pm· 23020213N 
· .Oct 29·Nov 2· M-F· 8am-Noon • 23020009N 

· ... Nov 26·27· M&T· 8am·Noon '23020166N 
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courses) to your location customized to meet your company's needs! Call today! 

FOR INFORMATION OR A CATALOG 
ir Phone: 824.6372 or EIOO.448.4035 
E-mail: pdinfo@Cepo.cctnted.uah.edu 
Register On·Line! www.~:oned.uah.edu 

An Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Institution I 
220905 

VAB, 
The Uni,ernity of Alabama in HuntsVJi!e 

PROFESSIONAL DEI'ELOPMhl,T 
DiviSIOn of Continuing Education 

• Heightened security to continue indefinitely 

Priority 
continued from page 1 

Among the many filing out after the 
meeting, John Kavanaugh of the 
AMCOM Safety Office pointed out that 
workers' concerns changed considerably 

because of the world environment since 
the August town hall meeting. 

"I think it was very positive," 
Kavanaugh said of Dodgen's presentation. 
"I think he responded very well to the 
questions that were presented to him and 
gave us infonnation on current status to 
the extent that he could." 

• Soldier students tasked to inspect incoming vehicles 

Inspection 
c6ntinued from page 1 

"There have been multiple phone calls 
from retirees complimenting the soldiers 
at the gates for their professionalism," 
Cotter said. "That is great because there 
are some young soldiers serving out there 
and it's a reminder of the security that the 
military can provide for the community." 

Soldiers are also being used to watch 
gates that have been pennanently closed. 
If anything unusual or suspicious hap
pens, they will be the first to report it. 

"And although many consider the waits 
at the gates far too long, in many ways we 
have advantages when compared to other 
posts like Fort Bragg (N.C.) and Fort 
Hood (Texas)," Cotter said. He said there 
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have been reports of people having to wait 
up to four to five hours to gain access to 
their installations. "Our population is 
small," Cotter said. "The waits at our 
gates are minimal when compared to 
posts like those. And the soldiers don't 
mind the duty. And the installation has 
been very appreciative of the support." 

"Yes, the waits at the gates are an 
inconvenience," Dye said. "It's a com
pletely different environment on this post 
than even a week ago. As Americans we 
are used to our conveniences and freedom. 

"We wouldn't ask folks to wait in line 
unless it was absolutely necessary," Dye 
added. "As an installation we have to pro
tect our assets and our national security. It 
starts with our programs all the way down 
to each individual. Yes, it's inconvenient, 
but necessary." 
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