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THE SECRETARY OF THE MNAVY

WA R HINATO N

The President of the Uniled States takes pleasure In
pregenting the SILVER STAR MEDAL to

FIRST LIEUTENANT HOWELL T. HEFLIN,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS RESERVE,

for service as set forth in the followlng

CITATION;

“Por corsplouous gallantry and Intrepidity as Com-
manding Officer of an Assault Platoon attached to a company
of the First Battalion, Ninth Marines, Third Marine Division,
during the Battle of Piva Forks, Bougainville, Solomon 18-
lands, on November 24, 1843, When his men were subjected
to intenae fire from hostile mortars and automatic wespons
while advancing on e strongly organized and defended Japanese
position, First Lleatenant Heflin promptly and skildMully de-
ployed his platcon apd couragecusly led It through difflcult
jurgle terrainupder a barrage of grenades and gunfire io the
edge of the enemy's position. Directing his troopa in a
vigorous, prolonged battie, he frequoently exposed himaself to
devastating fire at close range in order o control the attack
more effectively and, by his anflinching determination and
aggressive fighting spirit, contributed materially to the defeat
of the epemy and the attalnment of his company’ s ¢hjective,
First Lieutenant Heflln's expert leadership and fenrless
cotrduct undear extremely hazardous conditions were in keep-
ing with the highest traditions of the Unlled States Naval
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For the Presldent,

Youasn Foepral

Sacretary of the Navy,



